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BE A MOVIE MAKER! 

 

We’re going to use the free 

program Windows Movie Maker to 

learn about frame-by-frame 

animation. 

 

We’re going to become movie 

directors – we’ll create our actors 

out of clay, create a story, do our 

own camera work and then do 

post-production work in Windows 

Movie Maker. 
Tips:   

• Keep shapes simple 

• Keep action to 20 frames or fewer 

• Put one object that doesn’t move at the 

edge of the frame to use to keep the frames 

steady 

• Make a lot of tiny changes between each 

frame to make your creations seem alive! 

 

For your movie to run correctly, 

the files must be copied to the 

computer’s hard drive. 

 

Before we import our pictures, we 

want to change the default frame 

rate -- in other words, how fast 

our movie will run.   

 

Since we’re making a movie, we 

want it to run as fast as possible.. 

 

Select Tools – Options… 
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Make sure you’re on the Advanced 

tab and set the Picture duration 

much lower – if you like, as low as 

it will go, which should be 0.125 

seconds. 

 

You can leave the transition 

duration as is for this project. 

 

Always remember, that Edit—

Undo is your friend!  You can undo 

whatever you’ve just done.   

Click the Undo icon, or hold down 

the CTRL key and click the letter 

Z – Ctrl-Z 

 

Before you start, make sure that 

you’re in Storyboard mode 

 

Storyboard looks like this: 

 

Now, import pictures 
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Find your pictures… 

 

It’ll look like this… 

 

An easy way to select the 

pictures you want to work with is 

to click the first one you want, 

HOLD DOWN THE SHIFT KEY 

And select the last one you want 

 

Then click Import 

 

It’ll look pretty much like this… 
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We’re going to use all the 

pictures, so 

 

Go to Edit—Select All 

 

See how all the frames have a 

blue border? 

 

Just click and drag to the 

timeline – and WAIT – it’ll take 

awhile… 

 
Click play and watch what you’ve 

got… this is the “rough cut” 

 

Too fast or too slow? 
 

 

Go to Tools—Video Effects 

 

Scroll down a while until you 

see the Speed Up, Double 

icon. 

Click and drag it to the 

first 10 or so pictures in 

the storyboard… 
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Note that when you’ve put this 

speed up effect on a picture, the 

star is blue… 

When you’ve done 10 or so, rewind 

and play again…It should be 

faster.  

 

You can add the effect more than 

once – see here, there are two 

stars to show it’s been added 

twice. 

 

Feel free to try other special 

effects… 

 

 

 

If you want to change an effect, 

right-click on the effect icon, 

choose Video Effects, and choose 

Remove. 

 

 

Now let’s add titles and credits… 

 

At the left, under Edit Movie, 

choose Make titles or credits 
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Choose title at the beginning 

 

Type in something for the title… 

 

Now, under More options, click 

Change the title animation.. 

 

Try different effects..this one is 

Moving Titles, layered 

 

You can change the text font and 

color – add bold, etc. 

 

When it’s perfect, click Done, add 

title to movie. 

 

Your title shows up in the 

storyboard… 

 

 

 

Let’s add a transition between 

your title sequence and the movie 

– chose Tools—Video Transitions 
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Here’s what they look like.. 

 

Click and drag one to the 

transition box …. 

 
 Rewind and play – keep testing 

until you find the perfect one. 

 

Let’s go ahead and add some 

music… Click add music 

 

 

If you need help finding a music 

file, ask the librarian.  You can 

use .wav files or .mp3 files. 

 

It’ll show up at the top of the 

collections… 
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Click and drag it onto the audio 

track of the timeline… 

And play it… 

 

Now let’s add some voice-over 

narration – go back to Timeline. 

 

Click on the Narrarate Timeline 

 

Click on Start Narration – and say 

what you want to be over your 

titles into the microphone  …  

When finished, click Stop 

Narration and then click Done. 

 

 

Save the file… 

 

The audio file will show up in the 

Collections folder – just click and 

drag it to the Audio/Music track 

on the timeline. 



www.auntlee.com/teachers   Copyrighted material  www.auntlee.com/license 
 

9 

 

It’ll play over the opening 

credits…  You may need to go 

back and use the  

Effect to make the title frame as 

long as the narration… 

Now you know almost everything you need 

to know – let’s save your movie… 

 

Very Important!  There are two ways to save your 

movie – as a Project, where you 

can open it up again and make 

changes, or as a Movie, where it’s 

perfect and done. 

 

To save as a project, Choose Save 

Project, choose a name and place 

you will remember, and save it.   

 

To save a final movie, choose 

File—Save movie file 

 

For our class today, we’ll be 

saving to a recordable CD… 
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Change the name of the file, if 

you like… 

 

We’re going to leave the defaults 

as they are – click Next… 
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When you put the finished CD 

back in the computer, these 

options will pop  up… 

 

Choose Play Using Windows Media 

Player 

 

And your movie will play for all 

your friends!   

 

And video in .wmv format can be 

uploaded to YouTube. 

 

 


